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done nothing. We, therefore, plead for a frank statement of the policy,
As to the European opposition also, we have to protest against His Excel-
lency laying so much stress upon it for two reasons: (first) no opposition
on the part of one body of British subjects could be allowed to avail in
order to take away the legitimate rights of another body; (second) the
opposition is fostered by the Government itself. Mr. Lyttelton's despatch
has in that respect been an eye-opener. Although Mr. Duncan and Sir
Richard Solomon made what appeared to us to be a righteous defence
on behalf of the weaker party, when the Asiatic Traders' Commission
was appointed at Sir George Farrar's instigation, both of them, as would
appear from the despatch, have been asking Mr. Lyttelton as vigorously
as they could to take away practically everything from the Indians. We
find the same subservience to European sentiment in the Legislative
Council. The motion proposed by Sir George Farrar, regarding a Com-
mission to be appointed from England, and a stoppage of the issue of all
new Indian licences in the meanwhile, is gladly accepted by the Govern-
ment. When the late Mr. Kruger passed any resolutions to nullify the
decisions given by his High Court, he was furiously blamed. His conduct
was considered to be brutal, short-sighted, and all the ugly names that
could be given him were brought into play. Not a voice, however, is raised
in protest when the very same thing is proposed by the representative
of the British Crown, namely, to take away the right of the Indian to trade
in the Colony, which has been emphatically recognised by the unanimous
decision of the independent judges of the Transvaal We hope, therefore,
that Mr. Lyttelton will realise the position in .which the British Indians
in the Transvaal are placed, and will realise also tKat the local Govern-
ment, having so thoroughly allied itself with the popular prejudice, is hardly
in a position to give an unbiassed opinion. The fact is that, rightly or
wrongly, it has been very much discredited. There is intense dissatis-
faction among the people of the Transvaal with reference to its policy
in many other matters. It is, therefore, afraid to do right in the Indian
case, because it is that of people who are voiceless and who are powerless
to give any trouble to the Government. May Mr. Lyttelton have sufficient
strength to save what he has termed "the national honour" in connection
with the Indian question is our fervent prayer.
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